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Agenda

• Brief overview of substance use disorder (SUD) and medications to 
treat opioid use disorder (MOUD)

• SUD treatment levels of care

• How do we link individuals to SUD treatment

• Review of community resources

• Questions



American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM) 
Definition of Addiction





Cascade of Care



Patient Flow



Benefits of 
Substance 

Use 
Treatment

Reduced risk of overdose-related deaths

Reduced risk of HIV and Hep C infections

Lower rates of cellulitis, endocarditis, and other 
medical complications of untreated SUD

Reduced criminal activity 

Improved birth outcomes among women who have 
substance use disorders and are pregnant

Increases patients’ ability to gain and maintain 
employment



Medications for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD)

MOUD

Buprenorphine

NaltrexoneMethadone

The three FDA-approved medications used to 
treat OUD improve patient’s health and 
wellness by: 

• Reducing or eliminating withdrawal 
symptoms: methadone and 
buprenorphine

• Blunting or blocking the effects of illicit 
opioids

• Reducing or eliminating cravings to use 
opioids 



Medications Quick Reference Guide: 
Buprenorphine



Medications Quick Reference Guide: 
Naltrexone & Methadone



Key Reminders 

• Addiction is a chronic, treatable disease

• Treatment often requires continuing care for effective treatment 
rather than an episodic, acute care treatment approach

• There is no “one size fits all” approach to SUD treatment

• The words you use to describe individuals with a SUD are powerful; 
remember to use medically correct, non stigmatizing language



Why does language 
matter?
Language is 

• a major contributor to stigma

• a barrier to recovery

• at odds with our understanding of 
addiction as a disease that affects the 
structure and function of the brain







Before you 
start: 

Photo ID

Insurance Card

Transportation

Release of Information (ROI)



Connecting individuals and 
families in Kentucky with 
treatment and support 
resources for substance use 
disorders – 1-8338-KY-
HELP (1-833-859-4357). 

Available by Email:
SWCC@centertech.com

mailto:SWCC@centertech.com


FindHelpNowKY.org was created by the Kentucky Injury Prevention and Research Center (KIPRC) as a 
bona fide agent for the Kentucky Department for Public Health in partnership with the Kentucky Office 
of Drug Control Policy, the Kentucky Department for Behavioral Health, Developmental and Intellectual 

Disabilities, and Operation UNITE.

Find Help Now (findhelpnowky.org)

Online Resource

http://odcp.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dbhdid/Pages/default.aspx
http://operationunite.org/
https://findhelpnowky.org/ky


Community Resources 

• Naloxone: Stop Overdoses - Office of Drug Control Policy (ky.gov)

• Syringe Service Programs: Syringe Exchange Programs - Cabinet for 
Health and Family Services (ky.gov)

• Recovery Community Centers: RECOVERY COMMUNITY CENTERS 
(ky.gov)

• Kynector: Representatives, Kynectors & Agents | kynect Benefits

• 988: 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline | SAMHSA

https://odcp.ky.gov/stop-overdoses/Pages/default.aspx
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dph/dehp/hab/Pages/kyseps.aspx
https://chfs.ky.gov/agencies/dbhdid/Documents/recoverycommunitycentersinfograph.pdf
https://kynect.ky.gov/benefits/s/auth-reps-assisters?language=en_US
https://www.samhsa.gov/find-help/988


Questions



Contact Information

Nikki Milward
nikki.milward@ky.gov

Cellphone: 859-433-8256

mailto:nikki.Milward@ky.gov

