
KHC Instructions for Calculating Utility Allowance 
 

 
1. Obtain a current Utility Allowance Chart from the appropriate Public Housing Authority (PHA) 

for the area in which the unit is located.  For counties in which KHC is the Section 8 
administrator, KHC Utility Allowance Charts will be used.  These can be found on the KHC 
website under Program Compliance.  For counties where KHC is not the Section 8 
administrator, contact your local PHA to obtain the current year’s utility allowance.  Utility 
allowances are updated on an annual basis; please check the date at the top of the utility 
allowance chart to ensure you are using the current year’s numbers.   
 

2. Determine the utilities the client is responsible for and the fuel source for heating, cooking, 
and water heating (e.g. gas, electric, propane, etc.).   Also determine whether the 
refrigerator and stove are supplied by the landlord (see # 10 below). 

 
3. Determine the category of housing for the unit in question.  If the client is responsible for 

paying heating costs, locate the correct heat/air utility category for the category of house, 
and select the correct fuel source under the correct bedroom size column and circle the 
number. 

 
4. If the unit has access to air conditioning, you will always include the air conditioning 

allowance whether it is a window air conditioner or central air; circle the air conditioning 
number under the correct bedroom size column. 

 
5. If the client is responsible for paying cooking costs, locate the correct fuel source for cooking 

and circle the number that corresponds to the correct bedroom size of the unit. 
 

6. If the client is responsible for paying water heating costs, locate the correct fuel source and 
bedroom size for water heating and circle that number. 

 
7. If the client is responsible for the electric bill, always include the category of other electric.  

This amount covers the lights and other items that get plugged into electric sockets 
(including the electricity that runs the refrigerator and stove). 

 
8. If the client is responsible for paying the water and sewer bill, circle those numbers for the 

correct bedroom size of the unit. 
 

9. If the client is responsible for paying for garbage pickup, circle the number for the correct 
bedroom size of the unit. 

 
10. Range and refrigerator categories will only be circled if the tenant is responsible for 

providing their own refrigerator or stove appliance, these categories are not for the utilities to 
run these appliances.  That is covered under other electric. 

 
11. Do not include other appliances which are not specified on the applicable PHA’s utility 

allowance chart (e.g. washer and dryer, etc.).    
 

12. Now you are ready to calculate.  Looking over your form you should have circles all in one 
column which corresponds to the number of bedrooms of the unit.  Add all the numbers you 
have circled to calculate the utility allowance amount.  

 


