
Rural Housing Trust Fund 
Single Family Disaster 

Recovery NOFA 
WEBINAR

July 27, 2023



Rural Housing Trust Fund
(RHTF)

• Established in March 2023 by KY Legislation.

• Fund with $20M total

• $10M for WKY + $10M for EKY.

• Created to invest in rural housing solutions.



Find the NOFA on the 

HCA Agency Partner 

Portal. 

Applications must be 

submitted through the 

Universal Funding 
Application (UFA). 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkyhousing.us2.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D3829d29f9e95f6aa657f1c290%26id%3D83a0708e33%26e%3D6807c4ec0a&data=05%7C01%7Cwsmith%40kyhousing.org%7C5c56fdab8c174c18cc1a08db8df9cde8%7Caea041267f1a46ed81fd06f9287a4399%7C0%7C0%7C638259877094669656%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hORtcAUQ%2BOw7vFI7EVESWFpvzjkQ6ujOaJ5tX6vN8V8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fkyhousing.us2.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D3829d29f9e95f6aa657f1c290%26id%3D83a0708e33%26e%3D6807c4ec0a&data=05%7C01%7Cwsmith%40kyhousing.org%7C5c56fdab8c174c18cc1a08db8df9cde8%7Caea041267f1a46ed81fd06f9287a4399%7C0%7C0%7C638259877094669656%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hORtcAUQ%2BOw7vFI7EVESWFpvzjkQ6ujOaJ5tX6vN8V8%3D&reserved=0
https://wapps.kyhousing.org/UFA/User/Login
https://wapps.kyhousing.org/UFA/User/Login


NOFA released 
this week  via 
KHC eGrams.



Available Funds for SF Activities

Geography
Federal 
Disaster 

Number(s)

Total RHTF Funds 
Available for SF 

Activities

Maximum per 
Applicant

Eastern KY Designated 
Disaster Counties 

FEMA-4663-
DR-KY

$10,000,000 $2,500,000

Western KY Designated 
Disaster Counties

FEMA-4630-
DR-KY

$5,000,000* $2,500,000

*$5M will be made available via a WKY NOFA for multifamily housing development.

https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4663
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4663
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4630/designated-areas
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4630/designated-areas


Geography Eligible Areas/Counties
* Indicates counties prioritized for RHTF funding.

Rural areas of Kentucky
Per the USDA property eligibility lookup 
webpage.

Eastern KY 2021/2022 Flooding 
Disaster Counties designated for 
FEMA Individual Assistance
FEMA-4663-DR-KY

Breathitt*

Clay 
Floyd 
Knott*

Lee 

Leslie 
Letcher*

Magoffin 
Martin 
Owsley 

Perry*

Pike 
Whitley 

Western KY 2021 Tornado Disaster 
Counties designated for FEMA 
Individual Assistance
FEMA-4630-DR-KY

Barren
Caldwell 
Christian 
Fulton 
Graves*

Hart 

Hickman 
Hopkins*

Logan 
Lyon 
Marion 

Marshall 
Muhlenberg 
Ohio 
Taylor 
Warren *

https://eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov/eligibility/welcomeAction.do?pageAction=mfhc
https://eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov/eligibility/welcomeAction.do?pageAction=mfhc
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4663
https://www.fema.gov/disaster/4630/designated-areas


Eligible Applicants

• Nonprofit housing organizations

• Local governments

• Private, for-profit developers and businesses that 
undertake new construction or rehabilitation of 
rural housing for moderate income individuals.

• Public Housing Authorities 

Who Can Apply for RHTF Funds?



Eligible Household Income Limits

Maximum Household Income =

The greater of either: 

120% of Kentucky's state median family income 
OR

120% of HUD area median income for the county



Sampling of RHTF Income Limits
The greater of either 120% of Kentucky's state median family income 

OR 120% of HUD area median income for the county.



RHTF 
Single Family Eligible Activities

Home Repair

Full Code Rehab

Demo & Rebuilding 
on Survivor’s Original Land

New Construction on New Site 



RHTF Activity
Eligible 

Households
(<120% AMI)

Maximum 
Permanent RHTF 

Funding
(Development Gap + 
Homeowner Subsidy)

KHC Design 
Requirement

Affordability 
Requirement

Home Repair (HR)

Disaster
Survivors 

Only

Up to 
$60,000

Minimum 
Habitability 
Standards

10-year deed 
restriction

Full Code Rehab
(HB)

$60,001 –
$99,999

Full Building 
Code 10-year deed 

restriction 

+ Mortgage/ 
note in the 
amount of 

direct subsidy 
to the 

homeowner/ 
homebuyer

Demo & Rebuilding 
on Survivor’s 
Original Land (HB)

Up to 
$140,000

Minimum 
Design 

Standards
New Construction 
on New Site (HB)

Disaster 
Survivors & 

Other Buyers

Up to 
$120,000



RHTF HOME REPAIR, RECOVERY & 
RECONSTRUCTION

RHTF Activity Details:



Purpose

To assist existing homeowners in achieving a housing 
solution that is disaster resilient, affordable, and 
sustainable for the household over time.  

Eligible 
Households

Homeowners with combined household income 
<120% AMI.  
Homeowners must have ownership interest in the land 
and home to be repaired/reconstructed.

Eligible 
Properties

• Single-family detached homes or qualified factory-
built homes.

• Home must be the homeowner’s primary residence.
• Home cannot be in the Special Flood Hazard Area 

(SFHA).

RHTF Home Repair, Recovery & Reconstruction



RHTF Home Repair, Recovery & Reconstruction

Max 
Assistance

• $60,000 per repaired home 
• Up to $99,999 per full-code rehabbed home
• Up to $140,000 per demolished existing home and newly 

reconstructed home. 
Assistance can be paired with but cannot duplicate other disaster, repair, 
weatherization, and/or energy efficiency programs.

Eligible 
Activities

• Repairs that bring a home up to KHC’s Minimum Habitability 
Standards. 

• Rehab or construction that Meets KHC Design Guidelines:
o Full code home rehabilitation.
o Disaster mitigation measures.
o Reconstruction of a home on owner’s land (original home must be 

demolished).
o Site-built, factory-built, and modular construction are eligible. 

• Other recovery housing solutions as approved by KHC.

Production 
Fee

• Home Repair: the lesser of 20% of RHTF up to a maximum of $12,000.
• Full Code Rehab, Reconstruction & New Construction: the lesser of 

20% of total development costs or $20,000.



RHTF SINGLE FAMILY 
DEVELOPMENT

RHTF Activity Details:



RHTF Single Family Development

Purpose
To bring new homeownership units that meet KHC Design 
Guidelines to disaster-impacted housing markets to attract and 
retain moderate and low-income families.

Eligible 
Activities

• Home Construction that Meets KHC Design Guidelines.
• Construction of replacement housing for disaster victims on land 

on which the household did not previously reside. Cost may 
include demolition of original home.

• Construction of spec-built homes not pre-sold before 
construction.

• Land acquisition and construction of new homes outside of the 
floodplain. 

• Site-built, factory-built, and modular construction are all eligible.
• Acquisition and rehabilitation of a vacant existing home.
• Site preparation necessary for home construction/delivery.
• Assistance to help a homebuyer purchase an RHTF-funded 

home.



RHTF Single Family Development

Eligible 
Households

• Homebuyers with combined household income <120% AMI.  
• Homeowners must acquire ownership interest in the land and 

the home.
• Housing-to -income ratio must fall between 10% and 29%.

Eligible 
Properties

• Single-family homes and qualified manufactured homes.
• Home must be the homeowner or homebuyer’s primary 

residence.
• Home may NOT be built or rehabbed in the Special Flood Hazard 

Area (SFHA).

Max 
Assistance

• A maximum of $120,000 can be permanently invested in a 
home. 

• This maximum includes the sum of affordability gap funding + 
development gap funding

• RHTF funds must be used to fill gaps—not to duplicate other 
available funds.  



RHTF Single Family Development

Per Unit 
Developer 
Fee

If acting as a developer or contractor, the developer/ 
builder may earn a fee upon completion of the home equal 
to the lesser of 20% of total project costs up to a maximum 
of $20,000.



RHTF Activity
Eligible 

Households
(<120% AMI)

Maximum 
Permanent RHTF 

Funding
(Development Gap + 
Homeowner Subsidy)

KHC Design 
Requirement

Affordability 
Requirement

Home Repair (HR)

Disaster
Survivors 

Only

Up to 
$60,000

Minimum 
Habitability 
Standards

10-year deed 
restriction

Full Code Rehab
(HB)

$60,001 –
$99,999

Full Building 
Code 10-year deed 

restriction 

+ Mortgage/ 
note in the 
amount of 

direct subsidy 
to the 

homeowner/ 
homebuyer

Demo & Rebuilding 
on Survivor’s 
Original Land (HB)

Up to 
$140,000

Minimum 
Design 

Standards
New Construction 
on New Site (HB)

Disaster 
Survivors & 

Other Buyers

Up to 
$120,000



RHTF Priorities 
for Disaster Recovery in WKY & EKY

Priorities Set Forth in RHTF Legislation

1. Projects located in a federally declared disaster area or 
projects assisting individual recipients displaced by a federally 
declared disaster area.

2. Projects submitted by nonprofit organizations or local 
governments for new rural housing construction. 

3. Projects using existing privately owned housing stock, including 
stock purchased by nonprofit public development agencies. 

4. Projects using existing publicly owned housing stock.

5. Projects submitted by local governments for projects that 
demonstrate effective zoning, conversion, or demolition 
controls for single room occupancy units.



Additional Priorities Approved 
by the RHTF Advisory Committee:

1. Projects in the Most Impacted and Distressed disaster counties: Warren, 
Graves, Hopkins, Breathitt, Knott, Letcher, and Perry.

2. Readiness to proceed: site control, existing waiting list for repairs…

3. Number of units that will be addressed by the project.

4. Experience in development and/or repair of homes for low and 
moderate-income households.

5. Projects that will house disaster survivors still living in KYEM/FEMA 
shelter, doubled up with family, or in another unsustainable housing 
situation, including places unfit for human habitation.

6. Established relationships and mechanisms to ensure a pipeline of flood 
survivor and new homebuyer referrals, including existing relationships 
with community organizations, Long Term Recovery groups.

7. Demonstrated expansion of capacity to develop at scale such as 
workforce development, factory-built homes, modular construction.

8. Demonstrated financial capacity to carry out larger-scale housing 
projects.



Timeline for Consecutive 
Funding Rounds

1st RHTF Funding Round

July 25th NOFA Released & application opens in KHC’s UFA system. 

July 27th KHC hosts virtual information session on the NOFA.

August 25th Last day to submit questions via the HCA Partner Agency Portal.

September 1st Application closes at 11:59PM ET.  Application Fee must be paid by 
5:00PM.

Early October Target to announce RHTF awards.

2nd RHTF Funding Round (if funds are available)

September 18th NOFA Released & application opens in KHC’s UFA system. 

September 21st KHC hosts virtual information session on the NOFA.

October 20th Last day to submit questions via the HCA Partner Agency Portal.

October 27th Application closes at 11:59PM ET.  Application Fee must be paid by 
5:00PM.

Mid December Target to announce RHTF awards.

https://kyhmis.zendesk.com/
https://kyhmis.zendesk.com/


2023 KHC Rural Housing Trust Fund (RHTF) Disaster 
Recovery for EKY and WKY APPLICATION Notice of Funding 
Availability (NOFA) - Round One

APPLICATION DOCUMENTS

1. 2023 KHC Rural Housing Trust Fund (RHTF) NOFA

2. 2023 KHC RHTF Policy Manual (07.21.2023)

3. 2023 RHTF Sources and Uses Summary Application 
Attachment

4. 2023 RHTF Application Scoresheet

https://kyhmis.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/17185747655195-2023-KHC-Rural-Housing-Trust-Fund-RHTF-Disaster-Recovery-for-EKY-and-WKY-APPLICATION-Notice-of-Funding-Availability-NOFA-Round-One
https://kyhmis.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/17185747655195-2023-KHC-Rural-Housing-Trust-Fund-RHTF-Disaster-Recovery-for-EKY-and-WKY-APPLICATION-Notice-of-Funding-Availability-NOFA-Round-One
https://kyhmis.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/categories/17185747655195-2023-KHC-Rural-Housing-Trust-Fund-RHTF-Disaster-Recovery-for-EKY-and-WKY-APPLICATION-Notice-of-Funding-Availability-NOFA-Round-One
https://kyhmis.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/17360090163099-2023-KHC-Rural-Housing-Trust-Fund-RHTF-NOFA-
https://kyhmis.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/17360021043227-2023-KHC-RHTF-Policy-Manual-07-21-2023-
https://kyhmis.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/17360042151707-2023-RHTF-Sources-and-Uses-Summary-Application-Attachment
https://kyhmis.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/17360042151707-2023-RHTF-Sources-and-Uses-Summary-Application-Attachment
https://kyhmis.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/articles/17359966980635-2023-RHTF-Application-Scoresheet
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