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1. Subject: Incidental Repair Measures (IRMs) 

Guidance:   Incidental repair measures (IRMs) have a cap limit of $500 per measure regardless of funding 

source used. IRMs must be installed as a protective measure of an ECM measure (whenever possible), in 

which weatherization (WX) funds were used for the energy retrofit installation. (For example, subgrantee 

makes a small roof repair to protect attic insulation installed by WX funding or installs gutters to protect 

the attic, wall, or floor insulation installed with WX funding.) IRMs can be entered in as Health and Safety 

(H&S) when not able to be tied to an ECM and is part of a H&S measure, but the repairs still have a cap of 

$500 per H&S measure. 

If a repair is estimated to cost more than $500 and can be considered a reason for deferral, the job should 

be deferred, and a Weatherization Ready form should be submitted to Kentucky Housing Corporation for 

approval. 

According to PN 01-2018, IRMs should be entered into the audit per energy conservation measure (ECM) 

and achieve a score of at least a 1.0 with Department of Energy funding and .6 with LIHEAP funding. To 

enter an IRM into the auditing software when tied to an ECM:  

1. Enter Materials and Labor into the ECM that the IRM is being installed to protect.  

2. Label Materials and Labor as IRM materials and IRM labor. IRM materials and labor must not 

exceed $500 per ECM and SIR must remain 1.0 or above when using DOE funds and 0.6 or above 

when using LIHEAP funds. 

Ground cover does not fall into the category of IRMs because it is part of the H&S plan. KHC’s H&S plan 

sets the cap for the IRMs. See the exert below. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Exert from KHC’s H&S Plan 

 
 
 
Difference in IRMs and Ancillary Repairs 
IRMs are larger repairs that are necessary to protect the ECM. Ancillary items (costs) are small and 
are necessary for the installation of an ECM, such as sealant, paint, fasteners, screws, or nails. For 
more guidance on IRMs and ancillary items, please review WPN 19-5. See attachment A for examples 
of ancillary costs verses IRMs from WPN 12-09, which will help illustrate the differences in the two 
types of repairs. 
 
KHC recommends, in cases where subgrantees are not sure if the repairs are IRMS, ancillary costs, or 
reasons for deferral, subgrantees contact their technical monitor.  
 

2. Subject: DOE Mandated Manufacturer’s Equipment Performance Ratings Requirements 

 

Guidance: Effective January 1, 2023, the Department of Energy (DOE) is requiring all HVAC 

manufacturers to meet new national minimum efficiency levels.  The new national minimum efficiency 

levels require HVAC equipment to meet the new SEER2 and HSPF2 rating systems for air conditioning 

and heat pump systems.  To assist our partners, KHC is putting out the following table of efficiency 

ratings for equipment. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2019/09/f66/WPN-19-5.pdf


 

 

 Previous 

SEER 

Minimum 

New SEER2 

Minimum 

Previous 

HSPF 

Minimum 

New HSPF2 

Minimum 

Ducted Split Heat Pump 

Systems  

14 SEER 14.3 SEER2 

(15 SEER) 

8.2 HSPF 7.5 HSPF2 

(8.8 HSPF) 
 

Ducted Packaged Heat 

Pump Systems 
 

14 SEER 13.4 SEER2 

(14 SEER) 

8 HSPF 6.7 HSPF2 

(8 HSPF) 

Ductless Heat Pump 

Systems 

14 SEER 14.3 SEER2 

(15 SEER) 

8.2 HSPF 7.5 HSPF2 

(8.8 HSPF) 
 

Air Conditioning Only 

Split Systems 

14 SEER 14.3 SEER2 

(15 SEER) 

N/A N/A 

 

By January 1, 2023, all heat pumps will be subject to new national minimum efficiency levels. However, 

Existing 14.0 SEER heat pumps built prior to January 1, 2023, may still be sold and installed on or after 

January 1, 2023, in all regions. Please retain documentation for your files to demonstrate the date the 

heat pump was manufactured. 
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Attachment A 
Examples from WPN 12-09 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 


